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Nor in this connection should it be forgotten
that the check on the election of extreme opponents
of British rule which existed in the veto of the
Viceroy, Governor, or Lieutenant-Governor is re-
moved, since no confirmation at their hands is
necessary under the new Councils Act. However
regrettable the disappearance of this safeguard
may appear, it must be frankly admitted that its
retention would have been inconsistent with the
whole spirit of Lord Morley's policy, and that
half-hearted measures were not likely to be of
any avail in the political conditions which had
arrived. Provision is also made on the Reformed
Legislative Councils for the representation of occa-
sional {minorities such as the Christians, Sikhs,
Buddhists, and Parsees, and the facilities for de-
bate, for passing resolutions and asking questions,
including supplementary interrogatories, are ex-
tended beyond the limits contemplated by the
original scheme.

One of the most important reforms was the
raising1 of the strength of the Executive Councils
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of Madras and Bombay to the maximum of four,
which figure will also be adopted for the Councils
of Lieutenant-Governors, when created. The
present Presidential Council being three strong,
nothing less than the addition of one member
enables the Governor with his casting vote to be
master in his own house, though he has of course